THE   CENTRAL  PROVINCES                            73

beyond Sumbulpore, almost within sight of Cuttack, Pooree,
and the sea, included a vast tract of wild jungle-territory
under a dozen small native chiefs. The Province had been
divided into a number of districts, each ruled by a Deputy-
Commissioner, generally a middle-aged military officer, who
with no previous training, small encouragement, and without
much supervision, still with the remarkable king-craft of his
race, had made the tract, long entangled in many of the
peculiarities of native rule, into a fairly satisfactory charge*
These Deputy-Commissioners had been ruled over by a
Commissioner, a distinguished old military civilian, who had
succeeded the Governor-General's Agent at the Residency.
The Nagpore Province had recently been joined, by the order
of the Governor-General, to the Saugor and Nerbudda terri-
tories lying north and west of Jubbulpore, and numbering
half a dozen rich districts, each with its Deputy-Commis-
sioner, and also ruled over by a Commissioner, likewise a dis-
tinguished military civilian, Colonel Erskine, who had just
retired from the service on succeeding to the Earldom of
Mar and Kellie. It had now been determined to wheel these
outlying territories into line with the other Provinces of the
Empire, and joining them together to erect a new Adminis-
tration or subordinate Government, to be called the Central
Provinces. For this purpose three or four of the districts
were grouped together, each group being placed under a
Commissioner of Division, Over the six Commissioners of
Division and the four-and-twenty Deputy-Commissioners
was placed a Chief Commissioner, whose position in mqst
matters nearly approached that of a Lieutenant-Governor in,
the older Provinces, save that here all was " non-regulation,"
the salary was smaller, and the Chief Commissioner was
directly under the control of the Governor-General. To this
Chief Commissioner had now been assigned a Secretariat,
and a variety of officers had recently been appointed, judicial,
educational, forest, &c., to bring it, the administration, up to
the level of the older Provinces, The district staff, too, had
been strengthened, and the resettlement of the land revenue